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MOVING WATERS RADIO DOCUMENTARY EACT SHEET

WHAT: A six part radio documentary is being created for Moving Waters: The Colorado

River & the West, a project of the seven state humanities councils of the seven western
states of the Colorado River basin. The series will examine the ecosystem of the
watershed, trace the “plumbing” of the river, and explore the historical and cultural
connections between the river and the region.

WHEN: December, 2001 - July, 2002

HOW: Six 30 minute radio programs will be created and aired on public radio stationsin

WHY:

Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming. Over 50
interviews including geologists, historians, ecologists, ranchers, farmers, water lawyers,
Native Americans, engineers, public officials, storytellers and writers have been
conducted.

Despite its nearly invisible presence through much of the western U.S,, the

Colorado River, with its massive drainage system, provides the lifeblood for the
American West. Thisintricate watershed is plumbed to the last drop, providing water for
distant cities and western economies of ranching, mining, farming, high technology and
tourism. By focusing on the Colorado River, listeners will learn how the river defines the
West and gain insight into how the river determines the future of the region.



WHO: Theradio seriesis being produced by Jack Loeffler, a producer, writer and bio-regional
aural historian. A resident of Santa Fe, New Mexico, Mr. Loeffler has extensive
experience in producing radio documentaries on the culture, environment and natural
and human history of the West.

A sample of the fascinating people interviewed include:
Floyd Dominy, former Director of the Bureau of Reclamation

Bill DuBuys, author of Salt Dreams on Lower Colorado River, Salton Sea, Imperial
Irrigation District and the Colorado Delta

Katie Lee, an 81-year-old river writer and runner
Amie Lope, Navajo woman who surveyed Navajo land and its environs with her father

Charlie Love, anthropologist, geologist and authority on the headwaters of the Colorado
River

Gary Nabhan, ethnobotanist and writer on the Sonoran desert
Dale Pontius, water lawyer and Colorado River specialist
Patrick O’ Toole, public land rancher and state leader in Wyoming

Melissa Savage, bio-geographer and expert n the evergreen forests of the Colorado
Plateau

Stewart Udall, former Secretary of the Interior under President Kennedy

Don Pope, Yuma Water Users Association, advocate for agricultural interestsin Yuma,
AZ
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